
 
 

Green Flag Award 2019 

 

Name of Site: Vandyke Road Cemetery  

 

Managing Organisation: Leighton-Linslade Town 

Council 
 
 

 

Desk Assessment Feedback (Management Plan and supporting documentation) 

 

  

 
Criteria  
  

Strengths  Recommendations  

Presentation  
 
 
 

The plan covers all the main areas and is easy 
to navigate.   
 
Some planned actions have now been 
completed. 
 
 
 
 

Section 7 Vision – it seems odd 
to have this at the end but it 
could be ‘vision and proposed 
development’.   
 
The plan is nearing the end of 
its current cycle and needs to 
be rewritten to reflect 
aspirations with an action plan 
with timescales to show how 
this vision will be achieved. 
 

Health, Safety & 
Security 
 

The plan indicate that the site is safe and 
secure; there are regular visits to the site by 
staff and the site is well-used by visitors.  
 

More details on which surveys 
are undertaken with outcomes 
should be included in the 
revised management plan.   
 

Maintenance of 
equipment, 
buildings  
& landscape 
 

This is very brief but a detailed grounds 
maintenance specification and standards 
document is available on request. 

The management plan needs 
to be updated to include the 
actual frequency of tree 
surveys and detail on key 
findings and action planned.   
 
The plan could provide more 
detail as to the conservation 



policy being followed at this 
site, detail on the frequency of 
inspection of 
memorials/headstones and 
actions taken, as well as the 
relationship with the 
Commonwealth War Grave 
Commission.   
 
The Lych gate, Chapel and 
mausoleum are barely 
mentioned in the management 
plan; details on these should be 
included in the update 
management plan. 
 

Litter, 
cleanliness, 
vandalism    
 
 

The site is visited daily by staff, is well-used by 
visitors and overlooked by housing on two 
sides.   
 
As a result, there is little anti-social behaviour 
on site.   
 
There is regular litter picking and emptying of 
bins. 
 

The plan should detail what 
happens to waste from floral 
tributes. 

Environmental 
Management 
 
 

The plan states pesticide use is kept to a 
minimum. 
 
Any bedding bought is peat free. 
 
Consideration is being given to future planting 
and ability to cope with climate change. 
 

The plan should be updated to 
reflect actual practice of zero 
chemical use and the use of 
acetic acid based herbicide. 
 
The plan does not state what 
happens to green waste and 
the floral tributes. 
 

Biodiversity, 
Landscape and 
Heritage 
 
 

The plan states there are aspirations to 
improve biodiversity on the site. 
 
The heritage value of the site is acknowledged.   
 

The plan should detail how 
biodiversity is being monitored 
and improved. 
 
The heritage value of the site is 
underplayed in the plan; 
heritage can be seen in the 
Lych Gate, Chapel, mature 
trees, memories (social history) 
and this should be reflected in 
the management plan.   
 
The plan could also indicate 
how people can view the 
archival material whether as 
hard copy or as digital form. 
 

Community 
Involvement 
 
 

The plan states there are opportunities for 
volunteering. 
 

More detail is needed to say 
what volunteering happens on 
the site. 
 



Community consultation will be undertaken 
prior to any large scale changes. 
 

The revised plan will be able to 
update future judges as to the 
outcome of the current 
consultation. 
 

Marketing & 
Communication 
 
 

Information on the cemetery is available on the 
Town Council website, Facebook page, and a 
Town Council tourism leaflet. 
 
A short YouTube film is available on the 
website and on YouTube. 
 

 

Overall 
management 
 
 
 

The site appears to be well-managed. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Additional comments  
 
The Management Plan is concise but in places is too concise and does not provide sufficient detail 
on this specific site; some of it is too generic and needs to be made relevant to Vandyke Road 
Cemetery.   
 
In update to the Management Plan there will be a need to consider the long-term future, whether to 
remain open or closed if an alternative site for expansion is approved. If the site is closed, 
consideration will need to be given to the purpose of the site and buildings, and potential major 
change to ongoing management. 
 

  



Field Assessment Feedback 

 
Criteria  Strengths  Recommendations 

  

A Welcoming 
Place 
 
 
 

The work to remove vegetation and 
open up around the Lych Gate and 
reveal views of the Chapel creates a 
welcoming approach to site. 
 
Clear signage at the entrance 
provides detail on layout of the 
cemetery. 
 

The planned restoration to the Lych 
Gate will enhance the entrance. 

Healthy, Safe  
and Secure 
 
 

Sight lines are good across the site.   
 
Trees are regularly monitored, and a 
detailed survey is conducted every 
two years.   
 
When tree work is required, an AA 
approved external contractor is used. 
 

Some evergreen shrubs are quite large 
now and reduction in height and 
rejuvenation pruning or replacement 
should be considered. 

Well Maintained 
and Clean 
 
 

Signs are all clean and in good state 
of repair. 
 
The Chapel is locked when staff not 
on site to monitor access. 
 
The Lych Gate has been stabilised 
and action is planned for the 
necessary repairs.  
 

Many of the paths are in need of repair; 
some are worse than others.   
 
Perennial weed is an issue causing the 
breaking up of paths surfaces.  If the 
planned repair work is not likely to occur 
in next year or so, action to control 
weeds should be undertaken.   
 
Some of the shrubs have been clipped 
over an extended period of time and 
have out-grown their space.   
 
Consideration should be given to their 
replacement (such as the group of leggy 
Ilex in the roundabout). 
 

Environmental 
Management 
 
 
  

No peat or pesticides is used on site.  
New-Way Weed Spray (acetic acid) 
is to be used on path surfaces.  Hand 
weeding of grave spaces is also 
undertaken. 
 
Green waste is taken from site and 
composted. 
 
Floral tributes taken off site to be 
dismantled with the green waste 
composted. 
 

Mulching of shrub beds should be 
considered to both improve appearance 
but also prevent weed growth and 
moisture loss. 
 
 
 

Biodiversity 
Landscape 
and Heritage 

Due to the nature of the site, little 
biodiversity was seen.  Areas of 
longer grass had been left previously 

Biodiversity could be improved on the 
site.  Even if it was not successful 



 
  

but was the subject to a number of 
complaints. 
 
Clearance of vegetation at the main 
entrance means that the focus is on 
the historic Lych Gate and chapel. 
 
The original historic layout of the 
cemetery has been maintained and 
the new areas incorporated 
sympathetically.   
 
Some of the headstones are old and 
deteriorating; a recording programme 
began two years ago to photograph 
all headstones to create a permanent 
record even if the headstone 
degrades.   
 
There is also excellent archival 
material about this site. 
 

before, this is no reason not to do 
anything. 
 
Appropriate planting in keeping with the 
19th century character means that the 
older evergreens should be rejuvenated 
or replaced.  Whilst it is acknowledged 
that burial space is running out at this 
site, the removal of too many trees and 
evergreens will impact visually on the 
landscape and create a very open site, 
and result in a loss of heritage in terms 
of planting. 
 
The judges question the approach taken 
about fallen or leaning headstones; 
advice could be sought from Historic 
England 
(https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/c
aring-for-heritage/cemeteries-and-
burial-grounds/). 

Community 
Involvement 
 
  

The community is not involved in the 
day to day management of the site 
but their needs are considered.   
 
A pragmatic approach is taken to the 
management of the site which takes 
into account the families’ wishes and 
needs relating to treatment of grave 
spaces.   
 
The addition of the mausoleum 
serves an important cultural need. 
 
The Town Council is aware that there 
is limited space for future burials at 
this site (approximately 8 years) and 
is beginning to investigate options 
and solutions; this might be to open a 
new site, find spaces within the 
existing cemetery or re-use grave 
spaces.   
 
Community consultation had just 
started the day before the judging 
visit seeking the community’s view 
into the future of the cemetery and 
good arrangements were in place to 
ensure that everyone can access the 
consultation.   
 
The authority is to be commended on 
tackling this issue in such as 
sensitive way. 
 

An update on the outcome of the 
community consultation should be 
provided in a revised management plan 
or in an annual update for the judges. 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/cemeteries-and-burial-grounds/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/cemeteries-and-burial-grounds/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/cemeteries-and-burial-grounds/


Community Service undertakes hand 
weeding of grave spaces. 
 

Marketing and 
Communication 
 
 
  

Information on the cemetery is 
available on site, on the Town 
Council website and on its own 
Facebook page.   
 
The Chapel seems to be under-
utilised presumably through a lack of 
facilities such as toilets. 
 
 

The Chapel is a lovely building and its 
use should be promoted. 

Management 
 
 
  

The site is neatly maintained and 
well-managed. 
A member of staff will visit the site 
each day. 
 
 

 

Additional Comments  
 
This is a well-maintained and well-managed site with a very educated management team.  
 

 


